
 Luke 21.25-28 

 Ephesians 2.11-22 

“Redemption” 

We have made it to the final week of Advent. Which I think deserves some 

congratulations. We have all made it through another Advent. We are only days away from 

celebrating the birth of Jesus, worshipping the coming of the Christ. We are finally able to come 

to the focus of what we have been circling around for weeks. For weeks we have beat around the 

bush of where we were going, giving meaning to the nuances and complexities to this season, 

which so often just becomes extra Christmas. I hope it has helped all of you meditate upon the 

meaning of this season beyond just saying Christ. I hope that the new Advent liturgy and these 

focuses have helped you meditate upon the deep meaning of Advent as we go through it for 

another year. 

 We have waited, groaning with the whole of Creation, awaiting the birth of the New 

Creation. We have listened for the mystery of the Good News, again, even though we have heard 

it so many times before, approaching the coming Christ with the wide eyes of children. And we 

have marveled at the meekness of our Mighty God, who came down into His Creation. And 

finally, now we raise our heads for our redemption is drawing near. Luke tells us “There will be 

signs…People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the 

powers of the heavens will be shaken”, I do not have to tell you these are not the typical signs of 

Christmas, but these are not the typical signals we are used to seeing leading up to Christmas.  

We are used to hearing the Christmas music beginning in October, we are used the 

overworked retail workers who have to plaster on a smile while customers fight over a toy, we 



are used to deflated blow up lawn ornaments, these are the signs we are used to ushering in the 

coming of Christmas. But people fainting from fear is not one of those signs. The text tells those 

who are fainting with fear, those who are looking to the earth with tearful eyes, those who are a 

burdened by guilt, those who are broken down and afraid, to stand up and raise your head. Look 

up because your redemption is drawing near. Your God who took on your flesh has also taken on 

your guilt, your God who seemed mysterious and far off is now so close, your waiting is over, 

stand up and look up at your redemption which is drawing near. You no longer have to sit in the 

dirt, wrecked by your humanity, rise up as humanity defined by the human Christ, our sinless 

redeemer. Beloved congregation of God, those of you who are afraid, those of you who have 

been beaten down into the dirt, stand up, those of you whose heads are brought low with tears, 

raise your heads, because God is coming, God is bringing the new Creation. Out of His 

incredible love for us, God is entering into our flesh, not to be a perfect human, not to remain far 

off but to be so mysteriously close to us, to take on our guilt and bring about our redemption. 

The love of God does not want Jesus to be a perfect human at the expense of His people, it is into 

human guilt that Christ comes. Jesus does not leave humanity to be destroyed by their guilt, out 

of His love Jesus becomes the one burdened by guilt, indeed the one upon whom all human guilt 

falls. The one who does not turn away from it, who is emotionally brought low, but bears it all in 

eternal love. Out of God’s incredible love, Jesus, the one without sin, enters into all human guilt, 

He takes it all on. So brothers and sisters, let us stand up and raise our heads, for our redemption 

is drawing near.  

 As a man who literally looked up to see his redeemer, Paul knew what it meant to witness 

the appearance of his redeemer. In the letter to the Ephesians, Paul addresses those Gentiles by 

birth, those without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 



covenants of promise, who had no hope and were without God in the world. Paul does not mince 

words with these Gentile believers, who had no hope at all, who were without God. Truly these 

were people who could not raise their head, who had no hope of redemption, who were aliens to 

God’s love, those who not only were estranged from God, but strangers to God. They had no 

hope of God’s redeeming love breaking over their heads in the world, leaving them only with the 

world, the old creation. And a world without hope, without grace, without God is a dark world 

indeed, a world which will break your heart. This is the world we too often find ourselves within, 

a world which breaks our hearts. A world which is bitter and seems utterly hopeless. And 

sometimes we feel this the most during the Christmas season. We feel the utterly hopeless, as if 

we are going through the world without God, unable to rise, unable to raise our heads. 

 To this bleak group, to this group which has no delusions about their previous existence, 

Paul says, but now. But now you who were once far off, you who were brought low by tears and 

sorrows, you who were disheartened and discouraged, you who were beaten and broken, you 

who were oppressed and belittled, you who were ignored and forgotten, you godly and godless, 

you teenage mothers and you poor shepherd, you Gentile wise men and you people of Israel, you 

all who were far off you have all been brought near by the blood of Christ. By the incarnate love 

of our God, who took on our flesh and blood. God did not take on our flesh to be some 

impossible model, to institute a new moral ethical code, another unobtainable height which drive 

us further away, but to be so near to us, to be so near to you that He is able to take on your guilt. 

Out of incredible divine love, our God took on the flesh and guilt of humanity to bring us all to 

nearness with our God in the person of Jesus the Christ. For all of our fears, those fears which 

make us faint, Christ is our peace. For all of our worries and anxieties, for all of our struggles, 

spiritual, emotional, physical, familial, Christ is our peace. In the Christ child we find 



redemption so all-encompassing in our lives that we are able to have true peace. In the peace of a 

sleeping new born child we find the peace which we so desperately need. 

In the redeeming flesh of Christ, who we meet in the manger, even Jews and Gentiles are 

made one. The church in Ephesus has already been made whole with the birth of their savior. 

Before Paul even pens this letter to this Church in identity crisis, we already know this to be true 

by the genealogy, the cast of unsavory characters, both Jews and Gentiles, the old genesis giving 

way to the new genesis in Jesus. We already see the peace being brought by Christ, in the flesh, 

before He is even born. The Creator of the world, placing Himself among Creation, among the 

Jews and Gentiles so that all may look upon the flesh of Christ and recognize Him. Recognize 

Christ not outside of ourselves and our guilt but deep within our guilt in flesh that mirrors ours, 

so that all might raise their heads and look upon Him and call Him Savior. So we may look upon 

His flesh and see not something alien to us, a flesh unlike our own but our own flesh weighed 

down with sins and guilt. In the incarnation of God, by God’s incredible love, we find the godly 

and the godless, those who knew God and those who were strangers to God, all made one, all 

brought into the one flesh, Christ’s flesh, the flesh which is ours, the flesh which is laden with 

our guilt and shame. All are brought to peace under the One flesh of Christ, it is the flesh which 

can unite the poor and lowly with the high and mighty. The dividing wall between us, the 

dividing wall between us and our God, is broken down with the coming of a little child. Christ 

comes in like a wrecking ball, to bring down the wall of hostility that divides us from one 

another and ourselves. Created a humanity anew, finding what it means to be human in the flesh 

of this child. In the flesh of this child, all are reconciled to one another, and to God, all are able 

to come to the manger and bow before God, and stand as people redeemed. 



 While Paul is specifically speaking to a Church divided between Jewish and Gentile 

Christians, we can take his words for any bitterly divided groups we can imagine, all have been 

made into a new humanity, a new humanity made in the One flesh of the baby Jesus, a new 

humanity, a new creation, which even as it looks like the old, has broken into the world. Through 

the incredible redemption brought by the Word of God which comes to us as the mute child, we 

are no longer brought low in bitterness but made anew, so look up you people the redemption of 

God is at hand. Through the body of Jesus, even as a baby, always looking towards the cross, 

always looking towards the death of our guilt, our hostility. As much as we may want to stay 

with the child, we must always look towards the cross this child came to bear. In Christ peace is 

proclaimed to us all, those who are near and those who are far off, a peace which not only calls 

us all to see the newborn child, but into His flesh. So all of you who were stranger, you are now 

citizens with the saints, united not by your own merits, but by our collective guilt taken into the 

flesh of Christ. 

 Friends, do not deceive yourselves. This season is not just another season of the Church 

calendar that we go through year after year, your redemption is drawing near. Christmas is 

coming, this new genesis, this new creation is coming whether we recognize it or not. Christ is 

coming, to call us all into the one flesh, which takes upon itself all our guilt. Do not let any 

hostility, any fear, and wrecking guilt keep your head low. Raise your heads, to see your 

redemption. As strange as it sounds, your waiting is brought to an end, your fear finds its Lord in 

this child. This child who brings you peace and frees you to be the new creation in our strong and 

living Savior. Your redemption is breaking over your heads. Let us witness this redemption. 


