
First Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 1.10-18 

Second Scripture Reading Mark 10:2-16 

This is certainly a strange text for the lectionary to hand down to us for World 

Communion Sunday. Our Gospel lesson this morning focuses on divorce. Jesus has been 

approached by the Pharisees who are seeking to test him, they want to engage him in rabbinic 

debate about the Law. While for us the Law is something we tote as an unbearable yoke that 

Christ has set us free from, for the Jews it was and remains a grace poured out by God. It is this 

Law which more than anything else created the people of Israel, it created a community where 

none existed before, it sought to subvert that which would tear communities apart. It is this Law 

which defined the communal life of the Jewish people as a nation, as an occupied people, and as 

a people living in exile scattered around the world. It is the Law which bound the people 

together, married them into a covenanted relationship with one another and their God. It created 

a family, granted a dysfunctional family, but what other kind is there? So when the Pharisees 

wanted to engage Jesus in rabbinic debate about the application of this law, they were not merely 

asking dry and lofty questions separated from the reality of human life. They were asking what 

does this say for our community today, our community in first century Palestine, which has a 

number of expressions from the liturgical Sadducees making sacrifices at the Temple, to the 

world-denying Essences, to the radical Zealots, how does this Law bind all of these together in 

the midst of occupation? Can this dysfunctional family be held together, or will they be broken 

apart? 

So the Pharisees come with all of their baggage, all of their anxieties about the future of 

their people, trying desperately to find ways to make the Law applicable to their own day. They 

want, they need, to find ways to hold their community together. They decide to begin from the 



ground up, from the smallest form of community, the pairing of a married couple. So they ask 

Jesus “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife”. Is it lawful for a man to break down the most 

basic form of community? Does the Law, which creates and sustains our community, allow for 

marriages and families to be broken apart? So Jesus, in typical fashion, asks them what Moses 

said concerning divorce, they respond by saying that Moses allowed a man to write a certificate 

of dismissal and divorce her. Jesus tells the Pharisees that it was only because of their hardness 

of hearts that Moses allowed them to do this, that he gave them this law. Jesus tells them “For 

this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 

together, let no one separate”. This does not sound like good news to me, this does not sound 

pastoral, and it sounds even more rigid than the Law.  

What does this have to say to our current age? What does this say about marriage today? 

This comes off as an outdated passage we wish the lectionary would just leave out. We all know 

that a disparaging numbers of couples get divorced. We all know about the violence, the abuse, 

and the scars these broken and damaged families can leave behind. We also know that there are 

many who never find the strength to go through a divorce, either to keep up appearances, or for 

religious reasons, or for their children, and they go through life bitter and resentful. It is so much 

easier to pretend things are just fine. So where is the grace in what Jesus is saying? 

I struggle to find the good news for those who fear divorce because they are afraid of 

their spouse’s abuse, whether it be physical, emotional, spiritual, monetary, or any other kinds of 

abuse imaginable. For those who, have been so broken down by their partner that what God 

intended to be the most basic form of community, which is meant to be upbuilding for both in 

the image of community God intended, instead has left them beaten, broken, emotionally 



scarred, with no self-worth. Jesus, knowing the needs of our hearts and the pleas of our souls, 

must have known what harm such rigid legalism could bring for those the most in need. So 

where is the grace in Jesus’ words?  

I do not know what to say about divorce. I do not know what to tell you about these 

words which seem so harsh for those who are suffering. As much as I would like to disregard 

this passage, I think that within what Jesus says there is something profound to be said on this 

World Communion Sunday. What Jesus says about the most basic form of community, may yet 

have something to tell us, the community of the Church. The family, the dysfunctional family 

that is the Church, which too often reminds us of our own families in crisis, our own families 

which leave us with emotional wounds. It so often reminds us of our own families, which we 

sometimes wish would just split up but never do, or our families which do break and can never 

be healed. The Church in which you have been called together with people who too often 

disappoint us, or with denominations which we would rather not have contact with, even if it is 

only once a year.  

I cannot help but focus on Jesus’ words “the two shall become one flesh. So they are no 

longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate”. On this 

day, the Church comes together, around what has historically been its greatest source of division, 

the Eucharist, to proclaim that we are one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I find it ironic 

that this month is bookended by World Communion Sunday and Reformation Sunday, always 

standing in opposition to each other, always announcing our unity and then division with 

celebration. For us today, as a Church split into over 30,000 denominations, Jesus’ words “what 

God has joined together, let no one separate”, stand as a condemnation, this community of saints 



in all times and in all places, joined together by God as one flesh, Christ’s flesh, has been split by 

so many into countless divisions.  

We ask with Paul, “Has Christ been divided”. Has this Church divided up Christ? Have 

the Lutherans gotten His grace, the Presbyterians the Creator’s sense of order, the Catholics His 

authority, and the Baptists His energizing Spirit? We have been joined together by God, our 

community of saints, as one flesh and it has been divided by so many. We have become divorced 

from our brothers and sisters, the children of division, the inheritors of deep divisions. And this 

Sunday we come to Christ’s table in a sort of dysfunctional family reunion. 

At this family reunion, we remember what binds us together, we try desperately to be the 

One flesh, for today at least, and we are also reminded why we divided from one another in the 

first place. Like any family reunion, it always seems like a good idea to see the family you 

haven’t seen in a year, until you remember why you haven’t seen them in a year. In the history of 

the Church there have been many attempts to keep divisions from forming, so many failed 

attempts to hold this One flesh together. The Early Church gave us our creeds which still bind us 

together around fundamental truths, allowing us to be bound together by what WE profess 

together. As time went on divisions continued to arise. Luther brought his critiques of the 

Catholic Church, but did so by promising Pope Leo X he was acting “with the expressed and 

solemn assurance that I shall do nothing against the one, holy, Catholic Church…or against the 

prestige of the holy apostolic see”. Luther began by simply wanting to reform the Church, but as 

we all know that would not last. Within three years of making that statement, Luther was 

excommunicated and the reformation was no longer on a path of unity, but would forever be 

split. Soon Zwingli would start his own reformation in Zurich, making radical claims about the 

Eucharist. So in order to at least have Protestant unity, Luther and Zwingli gathered with their 



followers in Marburg, and signed their agreement on fourteen doctrinal positions, but on the 

Eucharist they could never agree, so they could never exist in communion. From the very 

beginning, Protestant unity was also awash. 

Eventually the passions of the reformation began to die down as their early leaders passed 

away and internal divisions arose within all of the reformation camps. The Lutherans and 

Reformed could not even hold themselves together, let alone exist in peace with one another. It is 

within this complicated storm of divisions that Frederick III took control of the providence of 

southern Germany called the Palatine. Frederick knew how toxic and disruptive religious 

disunity could be, so he had a choice to make, be Lutheran or Reformed? And what type of each, 

his lands contained those on every side of the divides. So Frederick decided to take a risk, he 

gave Zacharias Ursinus, a twenty eight year old professor, the task of leading a team of pastors 

and theologians to write a confession, a catechism to unite his people. Together they took on 

Frederick’s charge, believing that beneath their deep theological differences there was a hope for 

unity. That beneath it all is the gospel hope, which can unite even the most bitter theological 

differences. What these men created was the Heidelberg Catechism, which takes the beauty and 

intimacy of the gospel message and gives those who recite it the personal strength, the comfort, 

to stand against life, against all of the volatility and all of the anxieties. The comfort that the 

gospel offers is more than a balm, more than a consolation, more than empathy for all of our 

troubles, all of our divisions, it is redemptive, it restores us to our position as humanity made in 

the image of God, brought together as one flesh, in Christ.  

Within this document which we have used for the past two weeks in our call to worship, 

is the hope that the gospel message is enough to unify us, to witness to the work of Christ, which 

creates this family and continues to pour out grace upon it. Hope that despite all of our divisions, 



that God continues again and again to call us to Communion with one another, and continues to 

extend forth His grace, His nourishment for a community which He creates, a family which he 

binds, a marriage which cannot be dissolved no matter how hard we may try. For we have been 

brought together as one, around Christ’s one flesh, which cannot be divided, which no man can 

separate. Communion continues to be fundamental to our life together, despite our 

denominational differences, and we continue to come into Communion together. And no matter 

how hard we try to break up this family, to divorce ourselves from our Catholic, Lutheran, 

Episcopal, Methodist, Pentecostal, or Baptist brothers and sisters, God continues to call us 

around the Gospel message, laid before us on this, Christ’s table.  

In the reading from 1 Corinthians this morning, Paul urges the church at Corinth, and 

urges us to be of the same mind and the same purpose. The purpose we have been assigned is to 

preach the Gospel to a world which needs to hear it. We are children of division, traditions which 

have developed their own rich and vibrant communities, but we can recognize within each other 

that the same gospel purpose exists. We can look upon one another with all of the theological, 

and liturgical differences which make us cringe and slide down the pew, but still recognize that 

the gospel is present, God is still at work within the lives of our brothers and sisters. And while 

we may be disunified, from our Protestant brothers and sisters, and our Catholic sisters and 

brothers, we can see the same Word of God proclaimed and see each other coming to the same 

table which belongs solely to Christ. So let us, as those called to be One body, come to the table.  


